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EAC Stakeholders’ visit to Geneva  

Climate, Food, Trade Nexus 

Week-long Visit of East African Stakeholders to Geneva 



 

 
 

About  

 

This EAC stakeholders’ visit to Geneva organised by CUTS will bring into the 

multilateral trade-related environment insights from the EAC national public and 

private actors of the food security-climate change-trade issues. 

 

During 4 days, the EAC stakeholders will get the opportunity to attend trade-related 

meetings in Geneva, as well as the 22nd EAC Geneva Forum on the theme 

“Agricultural trade: the private sector’s experience of climate change along the value 

chain”.  

National public and private actors from the sub-region will gain more knowledge on 

the status of the WTO as well as UNFCCC negotiations, the issues at stake, and the 

impacts those negotiations may have on their everyday work and situation at national 

level. 

It is also critical that WTO delegates communicate more with their counterparts to be 

able to represent effectively their needs and demands when negotiating multilateral 

agreements. Enhancing the communication and coordination between the 

stakeholders acting at national, regional and multilateral level will benefit towards more 

coherent and sustainable policies, agreements, programmes, and practices at all 

levels.  

CUTS International has been implementing the project titled “Promoting Agriculture-

Trade-Climate Linkages in the East African Community (PACT EAC)” with funding 

support from the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida) to 

build capacity of relevant stakeholders to synergise policies and practices related to 

trade, climate change and food security, and to assist EAC delegates in the relevant 

WTO discussions. 

 

 



 

 
 

 
1500-1700 WELCOMING MEETING   

CUTS INTERNATIONAL GENEVA OFFICE, 37-37 rue de Vermont 

Logistical documents, as well as relevant research and advocacy papers will be 

distributed to the participants during this meeting. 

 

 Welcome and presentation of CUTS International Geneva work  

Rashid S Kaukab, Director, CUTS International, Geneva 

 

 Status of the UNFCCC negotiations 

Leslie Debornes, Research associate, CUTS International, Geneva 

 

 

 

 

During this morning and early afternoon, the management of the time is left to the 

visitor’s own responsibility. CUTS International, Geneva will be reachable trough 

phone calls, emails, as well as in their office to provide any guidance/assistance to 

them if needed. 

 

1000-1400 VISIT TO THEIR RESPECTIVE MISSION   

It is highly recommended than the EAC stakeholders go and visit their mission in 

Geneva. It will be an excellent opportunity to discuss with their representatives in 

Geneva and get to know more of their duties as well as inform them on the challenges 

at the national level. 

 Mission of Burundi  

Rue de Lausanne 44, 1201 Geneva - +41 22 732 77 05  

 Mission of Kenya  

Avenue de la Paix 1, 1202 Geneva - + 41 22 906 40 57  

 Mission of Tanzania  

Avenue Blanc 47, 1202 Geneva - +41 22 731 89 20   

 

 

Monday 4 May 

Tuesday 5 May 



 

 
 

 Mission of Rwanda  

Rue de Vermont 37-39 (4th floor), 1202 Geneva - +41 22 919 1000  

 Mission of Uganda  

Rue Antoine Carteret, 6bis, 1202 Geneva - +41 22 339 88 10 

 

1600-1700 BRIEFING ON THE WTO GENERAL COUNCIL AND THE NEXT 

MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE 

Room D, World Trade Organisation, 154 rue de Lausanne 

The list of the meeting participants have been communicated to the WTO security. 

Kindly present yourself at the entrance with a valid ID at 15:30. 

 

The WTO General Council will take place at the time of the stakeholders’ visit, it could 

be an opportunity to get an insight on the issues at stake, the perceptions from the 

EAC WTO delegates and others on the sidelines of this important meeting. 

Bernard Kuiten, Head of External Relations at the WTO, will give an insight on the 

WTO General Council meeting, as well as the general state of affairs of negotiations 

and preparations for the next 10th Ministerial Conference. 

 

1900-2100 RECEPTION OF THE SWEDEN AMBASSADOR 

Restaurant Vieux-Bois, Avenue de la Paix 12 
 
On the occasion of the Geneva visit of capital-based stakeholders from the EAC region 
representing ministries dealing with trade and climate change, private sector and civil 
society, Ambassador Daniel Blockert of Sweden is pleased to invite all of them for a 
special reception.  
 

 

 

The list of the meeting participants have been communicated to the WTO security. 

Kindly present yourself at the entrance with a valid ID at 10:30. 

 

1100-1200 “DEVELOPMENT ISSUES OF PARTICULAR INTEREST TO LDCS 

AND AFRICAN COUNTRIES” BRIEFING 

Room F, World Trade Organisation, 154 rue de Lausanne 

A briefing will be given by the Development Division of the WTO. It will focus on 

developments issues of particular interest to LDCs and African countries. 

Wednesday 6 May 



 

 
 

 

 11:00 - 11:20 Introductory remarks and overview of LDC interests in the DDA 

Taufiqur Rahman - Head of LDC Unit 

 

 11:20 - 11:40 African interests in the DDA 

Joy Kategekwa – LDC Unit, Development Division 

 

 11:40 – 12:00 Current state of play in the negotiations 

Joan Apecu- Council TNC Division 

 

1230-1500 “SUPPORT TO ENHANCE DEVELOPMENT OF TRADE IN 

SERVICES NEGOTIATIONS” OUTREACH EVENT   

Room S3, World Trade Organisation, 154 rue de Lausanne 

This outreach event aims to enhance awareness amongst the Geneva trade and 

development community, notably WTO Delegates, about the series of project 

interventions underway and offer some insights into some of the emerging lessons 

and results. It will also offer an opportunity to discuss more generally potential future 

needs of LDCs, LICs, and LMICs in relation to trade in services negotiations, policy-

making and implementation. 

A sandwich lunch will be offered at 12:30 in front of the meeting room, courtesy 

of CUTS International Geneva. 

 

Chair: H.E. Dr. Syed Tauqir Hussain Shah, Ambassador and Permanent 

Representative to the WTO (invited) 

 Addressing challenges impacting services trade negotiations and policy-

making – David Primack, ILEAP 

 Emerging lessons under the project - Julian Mukiibi and Julien Grollier, CUTS 

International 

David Primack - ILEAP 

 Floor Discussion: Future needs to support negotiations and policy-making on 

trade in services 

 Q&A 

 

1500-1700 22ND EAC GENEVA FORUM 

Room S3, World Trade Organisation, 154 rue de Lausanne 

On a bi-monthly basis, delegates from the missions of the five EAC countries to the 

World Trade Organization meet in Geneva to discuss issues of common interest to 

them at the WTO. This Forum also improves information sharing between delegates 

and the grassroots in their respective countries, trough the provision of update notes 

prepared for them by the local civil society on issues related to the interplay between 

national, regional and international trade policy. 



 

 
 

 

You will have the opportunity to exchange with your counterparts in Geneva and inform 

them on the situation and challenges at national/local level on the area of “Agricultural 

trade: the private sector’s experience of climate change along the value chain”. The 

WTO delegates will reflect on the status of the issues discussed in the multilateral 

negotiations.  

Country Update Notes 

“Agro-processing Trade: The Private Sectors’ Experience of Climate Change along 

the Value Chain” 

WTO Issue Note 

“Trade in services: domestic regulation issues for LDCs and developing countries”. 

 

 

 

 

The list of the meeting participants have been communicated to the WTO security. 

Kindly present yourself at the entrance with a valid ID at 09:30. 

 

1000-1200 UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND 

DEVELOPMENT’S VISIT   

UNCTAD, PALAIS DES NATIONS, 8-14 avenue de la Paix 

 

Henrique Pacini & Alexey Vikhlyaev, UNCTAD, Division on International Trade in 

Goods and Services and Commodities will brief the participants on their work relating 

to climate policies and trade.  

 

 

 

Thursday 7 May 


